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Features of Academic Language

WIDA Framework Components

Workshop Overview
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Can-Do Philosophy

WIDA believes in English Learners’ (ELs’) assets. These assets can be linguistic, cultural, 
experiential, or social. 

WIDA believes in ELs’ contributions. ELs contribute diƴerent perspectives and diverse 
approaches to learning. 

WIDA believes in ELs’ potential. ELs have potential to become bilingual, develop 
relationships in a global society, and form and sustain positive relationships.
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ELs’ Assets, Contributions, and potential
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● WIDA’s Can-Do Philosophy and Five Standards
● Domains include interpretive and expressive modes of 

communication
● Multimodal communication infused throughout
● Functional view with key language uses
● Grade-level cluster Proficiency Level Descriptors
● Language expectations
● Connections to Indiana Academic Standards 

2020 Standards Overview
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WIDA: Big Ideas
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WIDA ELD Standards Framework
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WIDA Standards Statements
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Key Language Uses

Narrate highlights language to 
convey real or imaginary 
experiences through stories and 
histories. 

Inform highlights language to 
provide factual information. 

Argue highlights language to 
justify claims using evidence 
and reasoning. 

Explain highlights language to 
give an account for how things 
work or why things happen. 
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Language Expectations
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Modes of Communication

The interpretive communication mode 
encompasses listening, reading, and 
viewing.

The expressive communication mode 
encompasses speaking, writing, and 
representing.
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Proficiency Level Descriptors (PLD)
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Academic Language
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Word/Phrase Level
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Sentence Level
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Discourse Level
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Putting it All Together
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Want More?

For a more in-depth look at the WIDA 
2020 ELD Standards, visit:
● WIDA Resource Library
● IDOE’s Indiana EL Community in 

Moodle

https://moodle.doe.in.gov/course/view.php?id=360
https://moodle.doe.in.gov/course/view.php?id=360


Thank you


