
@EducateIN

English Learner 
(EL) 101 Part IX: 
Parent & Family Rights 
and Engagement
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Today’s session takeaways

What will be covered in today’s session?

1 Parent Rights & Legal Requirements

2 Engaging EL Families

Communication Notification Denial of Services
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Importance of family engagement

Family engagement is a 
key element of successful 
EL programming. 
This brings diƴerent assets 
and needs that makes 
eƴective, two-way 
communication essential. 
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Parents rights: Communication

OƵce of Civil Rights Memo, 1970 
“School districts have the responsibility to 
adequately notify national origin-minority group 
parents of school activities which are called to the 
attention of other parents. Such notice in order to 
be adequate may have to be provided in a language 
other than English.”
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Parent rights: notification 

Once a student is identified as an EL, and every ensuing year that the student remains in the 
program, parents must be notified of their child’s placement in an EL program via the Annual 
Parent Notification Letter:

Student enrolls at the beginning of 
the school year

Student enrolls after the beginning 
of the school year

Parents must be notified within the 
first 30 calendar days.

Parents must be notified within two 
weeks.
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Parent Rights: Denial of Services

Parents have the right to opt their child out of EL services.

● Before making a decision, parents must be made fully aware of the benefits of the EL program, 
their students’ proficiency levels, etc. in a language they understand.

● If parents waive services, schools must keep written documentation with parent signature and 
date.

● All students are still required to take WIDA ACCESS annually until proficient, will receive an 
Individual Learning Plan (ILP) to ensure meaningful participation, and will have access to 
accommodations on statewide assessments.

● Parents may opt back in to EL services at any time.
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Parent Rights: location of services

Districts with a low incidence of ELs may decide to only 
provide specified EL staƴ at certain buildings and may 
request that ELs attend those buildings to receive direct 
services. However, if a parent chooses not to participate in 
this model but wishes to receive services at the school in 
which the student would normally attend, the district must 
develop an alternate plan to provide an equal level of 
services for this student with designated, qualified EL staƴ.
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Engaging EL Families: considerations

Learn about your 
families.

Value cultures 
and languages in 

the building.

Create a 
welcoming 

school 
environment.

Create 
opportunities for 

families to 
participate, 

volunteer, and 
lead.

Seek out 
community 

organizations 
and 

partnerships.
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Engaging EL Families: Resources

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-factsheet-lep-parents-201501.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-factsheet-lep-parents-201501.pdf


Questions? 
Contact Us!
englishlearners@doe.in.gov


