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Overview

● Who are ELs?

● Review of Legislation and Court Rulings

● School/Corporation Federal EL Requirements

● EL 101 Preview
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English Learners in Indiana

Around 129,000 students speak a language other than English.

There are over 275 languages represented.

There are 77,000 formally identified as ELs (about 6% of the student 
population).
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Who are English Learners?

Federal Definition:

An individual—
(A) who is age 3 through 21;
(B) who is enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary school or secondary school;
(C)(i) who was not born in the United States or whose native language is a language other than English;
     (ii) (I)  who is a Native American or Alaska Native, or a native resident of the outlying areas; and
          (II)  who comes from an environment where a language other than English has had a significant impact on the individual's level of 
English language proficiency; or
     (iii) who is migratory, whose native language is a language other than English, and who comes from an environment where a language 
other than English is dominant; and
(D) whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language may be sufficient to deny the individual—

(i) the ability to meet the State's proficient level of achievement on State assessments described in section 1111(b)(3);
(ii) the ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the language of instruction is English; or
(iii) the opportunity to participate fully in society.
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Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964: “No person in the U.S. shall, on 
the ground of race, color, or national 
origin be denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any 
program or activity receiving Federal 
financial assistance." 

Legal Basis for Federal Requirements

Lau vs. Nichols - 1974: “There is no 
equality of treatment merely by providing 
students with the same facilities, 
textbooks, teachers, and curriculum; for 
students who do not understand English are 
effectively foreclosed from any meaningful 
education.”

Office of Civil Rights Memo - 1970: “Where the 
inability to speak and understand the English language 
excludes national origin minority group children from 
effective participation in the educational program 
offered by a school district, the district must take 
affirmative steps to rectify the language deficiency in 
order to open its instructional program to these 
students.” 

Equal Educational Opportunities Act - 1974: 
“No state shall deny equal educational 
opportunity to an individual on account of his or 
her race, color, sex or national origin, by ... the 
failure of an educational agency to take 
appropriate action to overcome language barriers 
that impede equal participation by its students in 
its instructional programs." 

Plyler vs. Doe - 1982:
The U.S. Supreme Court stated that school 
systems must enroll and educate children 
residing in their district even if their parents 
do not possess legal residency documents. 

Castaneda vs. Pickard - 1981: English language 
programs must be:
1) Based on sound educational theory and pedagogy
2) Adequately supported, with adequate and 

effective staff and resources, so that the 
program has a realistic chance of success; and

3) Periodically evaluated and, if necessary, revised 
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REquirements for providing el opportunity

Requirements for EL Opportunity

Identify students as potential ELs. Ensure that necessary staff, curricular materials, and facilities 
are in place and used properly.

Assess students’ need for EL services. Develop appropriate evaluation standards, including program 
exit criteria, for measuring the progress of students.

Develop a program which, in the view of 
experts in the field, has a reasonable 
chance for success.

Assess the success of the program and modify it where 
needed.



@EducateIN

In summary
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Questions? 
Contact us!

englishlearners@doe.in.gov 
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