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Leadership In Literature: Creon vs. Caesar

What makes a great king? Authors from antiquity to today have focused on this theme in their
writings. Antigone by Sophoc'les and William Shakespeare's Julius Caesar are two plays that explore the
theme of leadership. Creon aH Antigone and Julius Caesar himself in Shakespeare's play are two
characters who display traits of leadership, whether they be positive or negative. Both of these
characters have similarities and differences that show their leadership and lack there of.

Some similarities between Julius Caesar and King Creon are their strength and bravery as leaders.
Caesar's strength and bravery are exemplified when Caesar himself says, "Cowards die many times. The
valiant never taste death but once." (Shakespeare, 2.2.34) In battle, Caesar was unequaled as a general.
He defeated the barbarian tribe leader Vercengetorix, who bowed before Caesar when he surrendered.
King Creon, too, showed bravery and mental strength in the enforcement of his laws. He challenged
anyone to oppose his laws, saying, "The state is the king." (Sophocles, Antigone, x) It took strength and
bravery to defy everyone who disagreed with him: the chorus, the choragus, his son, the prophet, and
his nieces. As you can see, Caesar and Creon showed qualities of strength and bravery.

Despite their similarities, Caesar and Creon had major differences. One disparity is in their
consideration of others. It seemed all Caesar thought of was others. He gave vast amounts of his wealth
to the people of Rome. He seemed to accept the dictatorship with reluctance. He even succumbed
gracefully to his own murder since Brutus, who he respected, took part in it. According to Shakespeare's
Julius Caesar, he says, "Et tu, Brute? Then fall, Caesar!" (3.1.77) which translates as "If Brutus thinks |
should die, then | welcome death." Creon, on the other hand, seemed to only think of himself. Instead of
apologizing to all those he had hurt, he states, "Has no one a sword for me?" wishing someone would
have pity on him. (Sophocles, Antigone, x) Their concern for others, therefore, really sets them apart
from each other.

Another unique trait that Caesar displayed that Creon did not was his ability to garner true respect
from the people. Creon, in contrast, was only feared by the people. Antigone claimed the people
secretly opposed Creon, but ". . . kept their tongues in leash" for fear of him. (Sophocles, Antigone, X)
Plus, the people had no pity for him at the end of the play. For Caesar, it was just the opposite. The
people of Rome may have feared Caesar, but they also loved and respected him. In Act 5, Scene 5, line
75 of Shakespeare's play, Antony refers to Caesar as "the noblest Roman of them all." The people of
Rome gave Caesar the most triumphant parades, and wept at his funeral. These actions proved how
well-respected Caesar was, and how much the people loved him, unlike Creon. As you can see, Caesar
was a far more respectable king than was Creon.

Overall, the two kings have similarities and differences, but in my opinion, Caesar was a better leader
and man. Both Creon and Caesar are tragic heroes (although Creon is fictitious while Caesar was real).
But the respect, bravery, strength, and concern for others which Creon displayed was outshone by
Caesar greatly. | would crown Caesar as king for life; | cannot say the same for Sophocles' Creon.
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Leadership in Literature: vs.

What makes a great king? Authors from antiquity to today have focused on this theme in their
writings. Antigone by (author) and William Shakespeare's
(title) are two plays that explore the theme of leadership. Creon amehN
Antigone and Julius Caesar himself in Shakespeare's play are two characters who display traits of
, Whether they be positive or negative. Both of these characters have
(plural of “same”)and (plural of “differences”) that
show their leadership and lack thereof.

(transition word) Some similarities between Julius Caesar and King Creon are
their strength and bravery as leaders. Caesar's strength and bravery are exemplified when Caesar
himself says, "
(Shakespeare, 2.2.34) In battle, Caesar was unequaled as a general. He defeated the barbarian tribe
leader Vercengetorix, who bowed before Caesar when he surrendered. King Creon, too, showed bravery
and mental strength in the enforcement of his laws. He challenged anyone to oppose his laws, saying,

"The state is the king." (Sophocles, Antigone, . . ) It took strength and bravery to defy
everyone who disagreed with him: the chorus, the choragus, ;
,and . (3 characters) As you can see, Caesar and Creon

showed qualities of strength and bravery.

Despite their similarities, Caesar and Creon had major differences. One
is in their consideration of others. It seemed all Caesar thought of was others. He gave vast amounts of
his wealth to the people of Rome. He seemed to accept the dictatorship with reluctance. He even
succumbed gracefully to his own murder since Brutus, who he respected, took part in it. According to
Shakespeare's Julius Caesar, he says, " 1"
(3.1.77) which translates as "If Brutus thinks | should die, then | welcome death." Creon, on the other
hand, seemed to only think of himself. Instead of apologizing to all those he had hurt, he states, "Has no
one a sword for me?" wishing someone would have pity on him. ( , (author)
,(title) .. _(Act, Scene, Line) Their concern for others, therefore,

really sets them apart from each other.

Another unique trait that Caesar displayed that Creon did not was his ability to garner true respect
from the people. Creon, in contrast, was only feared by the people.
(character who said the following quote) claimed the people secretly opposed Creon, but ". .. kept their
tongues in leash" for fear of him. (Sophocles, Antigone, ______.__)Plus, the people had no pity for
him at the end of the play. For Caesar, it was just the opposite. The people of Rome may have feared
Caesar, but they also loved and respected him. In Act 5, Scene 5, line 75 of Shakespeare's play,
(character) refers to Caesar as
" " The
people of Rome gave Caesar the most triumphant parades, and wept at his funeral. These actions
proved how well-respected Caesar was, and how much the people loved him, unlike Creon. As you can
see, Caesar was a far more respectable king than was Creon.
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Overall, the two kings have similarities and differences, but in my opinion,

(character) was a better leader and man. Both Creon and Caesar are
(word wall words) (although Creon is fictitious while Caesar

was real). But the respect, bravery, strength, and concern for others which Creon displayed was
outshone by Caesar greatly. | would crown as king for life; I cannot say the same

for Sophocles'




Leadership In Literature: VS.

What makes a great king? Authors from antiquity to today have focused on this theme in their
writings. Antigone by (author) and William Shakespeare's

(title) are two plays that explore the theme of leadership.

(character) in Antigone and (character) himself in Shakespeare's play are two
characters who display traits of leadership, whether they be positive or negative. Both of these
characters have and that show their leadership and lack
thereof.

(transition word), some similarities between Julius Caesar and King
Creon are their (trait) and (trait) as leaders. Caesar's
strength and bravery are exemplified when Caesar himself says,

" ." (Shakespeare,

) In battle, Caesar was unequaled as a . He defeated the barbarian
tribe leader Vercengetorix, who bowed before when he surrendered. King
Creon, too, showed and in the enforcement of his

- He challenged anyone to oppose his , saying,

" ." (Sophocles, Antigone,

) It took strength and bravery to defy everyone who disagreed with him: the

, the , his , the prophet, and his
nieces. (transition word), Caesar and Creon showed qualities of strength and
bravery.

Despite their similarities, Caesar and Creon had major . One disparity is in
thei . It seemed all Caesar thought of was

- He gave vast amounts of his wealth to the people of Rome. He
seemed to accept the dictatorship with reluctance. He even succumbed gracefully to his own murder
since Brutus, who he respected, took part in it. According to Shakespeare's Julius Caesar,

says, "Et tu, Brute? Then fall, Caesar!" (3.1.77) which translates as "

." Creon,
on the other hand, seemed to only think of . Instead of apologizing to all
those he had hurt, he states, " " wishing someone would

have pity on him. (Sophocles, Antigone, . . ) Their ;
therefore, really sets them apart from each other.

Another unique trait that Caesar displayed that Creon did not was his ability to

. Creon, in contrast, had no ability to

. (character) claimed
the people secretly opposed Creon, but ". . . kept their tongues in leash" for fear of him. (Sophocles,
Antigone, ___ ... ) Plus, . For Caesar, it was just
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the opposite. The people of Rome may have feared Caesar, but they also and

him. In Act 5, Scene 5, line 75 of Shakespeare's play, Antony

- (include a quote and explanation.) The people of Rome

gave Caesar the most triumphant parades, and wept at his funeral. These actions proved
, and how much the people loved him,

unlike Creon. As you can see, was a far more respectable king than

(transition word), the two kings have similarities and differences,

but in my opinion, was a better leader and man. Both Creon
and Caesar are (word wall words) (although Creon is fictitious
while Caesar was real). But the , , and

which Creon displayed was outshone by Caesar greatly. | would crown
as king for life; | cannot say the same for




Leadership in Literature: Creon vs. Caesar

What makes a great king? | think a great king shows traits of ;

, and . However, if a king is

or , they would not be very
successful. by Sophocles and William Shakespeare's
are two plays that explore the theme of leadership.
in Antigone and himself in Shakespeare's
play are two characters who display traits of leadership, whether they be positive or negative. Both of
these characters have similarities and differences that show their and
lack thereof.

Some similarities between Julius Caesar and King Creon are their

and as leaders. Caesar's and
are exemplified when says,
”(Shakespeare, . . ) In ;
Caesar was unequaled as a . This is because he
King Creon, too, showed and when he
. He also
, saying,
" ." (Sophocles, Antigone,
) It took and to
As you can see, Caesar and Creon showed qualities of and

Despite their similarities, Caesar and Creon had major differences. One disparity is in their
. It seemed Caesar
He . He even

. According to Shakespeare's Julius Caesar,

says, "

( . . ) which translates as " S
Creon, on the other hand, seemed to . Instead
of , he states,

! .” (Sophocles,
Antigone, . . ) The of these men, therefore, really sets them

apart from each other.
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Another unique trait that displayed that did

not was his . , in contrast, was
claimed
(Sophocles, Antigone, . . ) Plus, at the
end of the play. For , it was just the opposite. | know this because
.InAct__,Scene __,line_____ of
Shakespeare's play, refers to as

." In other words,

These actions proved ;
unlike Creon. As you can see, was a far more respectable king than was

Overall, the two kings have similarities and differences, but in my opinion,

was a better leader and man. Both and are tragic
heroes (although Creon is fictitious while Caesar was real). But the , and
which displayed was outshone by
greatly. | would crown as king for life; I cannot say

the same for




