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Asteroids and comets are all considered “spare parts”
left over from the formation of our solar system.

Asteroids are sometimes called “minor planets” because

they are not as large as the planets in our solar system.

Scientists believe that they are pieces of a planet that

never formed. These small bodies are made of metal

and rock and range in size from a diameter of over 600

miles (1,000 kilometers) to small stones. There are more

than 100,000 known asteroids. Most of them are located

in the asteroid belt, orbiting the sun between Mars and 

Jupiter. “Ida” is one of the largest asteroids ever 

recorded. Comets have been described as “dirty

snowballs,” because they are a mixture of rock, dust, ice,

and frozen gases. Many have orbits that bring them close

to the sun and beyond Pluto. As they approach the sun,

the gas and ice burn off to form a long, visible tail. Hale-

Bopp is the most famous comet, often visiting earth.  
Reading Questions: You may look back at the text to answer these questions.
1. Which sentence describes a characteristic of asteroids?


a. They frequently hit earth.


b. They have orbits that bring them close to earth.


c. They may be parts of a planet that never formed.


d. They burn away by friction with Earth’s atmosphere.

2. Which sentence describes a characteristic of comets?

a. Their tails are never visible.


b. They are only found in the asteroid belt.


c. They are the same size as large meteoroids.


d. They are made of rock, dust, ice, and frozen gases.

3. If you were a spaceship pilot of the future and had to choose between a comet or an asteroid heading straight towards your spaceship, which would you prefer, and why?

Writing Question: You may look back at the text to answer this question.
1. Summarize what you already know about objects in our solar system, including anything you just learned about asteroids and comets. (Write a paragraph on a new sheet of paper)
________________________________________________________________________

Words read correctly ____  ÷  _____ total words = ___ % 
 95%+ = Easy


 







 90%– 94% = Instructional

  
Self-corrections: ______



 Less than 90% = Frustration
Running Record Evaluation
1. What are the student’s strengths?

2. What types of errors did the student make? Why might the student have made these errors?
3. Describe specific mini-lessons, strategies, and activities that would be beneficial for this student.
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